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5.5 Environmental Summary 
 
As discussed in the previous chapter (table 4.1), active agricultural land and open space land have 
decreased considerably within East Fishkill over the past two decades.  Much of the Town’s 
remaining open space land contains sensitive environmental lands, such as wetlands and steep 
slopes, which represent constraints to development.  It is because of these constraints that the 
Plan recommends reducing the development density within steeply sloping areas, wetlands, and 
floodplains.   
 
Chapter 7, Community Services, discusses the fact that centralized water and sewer systems are 
becoming more common in East Fishkill.  These systems allow greater flexibility for subdivision 
design and may allow superior developments that protect the environmentally sensitive land 
while maximizing the developable portions of property.  Over 80% of respondents to the 1997 
Master Plan survey indicated that they supported increased design and construction standards.  
Chapter 8 contains a design section (8.4) and advocates for the retention of woodlands, meadows, 
streams and wetlands, within future developments, to preserve the natural environment and local 
biodiversity.   
 
The Hudsonia biodiversity study has been completed, and the Town has been provided with a 
bio-diversity map.  The data is in the process of being assembled, to be incorporated into the 
Town’s GIS system. 
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6.0  TRANSPORTATION 
 
6.1 Introduction 
 
The transportation section of the Master Plan is based upon the East Fishkill Traffic Circulation 
Plan dated March 2001.  The March 2001 traffic study has more extensive information and data 
to which the reader may refer.   
 
The purpose of a transportation system is to efficiently move people and goods in, out and around 
an area. A transportation network is comprised of several different components that connect and 
complement each other. This chapter describes the transportation system and network in the 
Town of East Fishkill, outlining existing deficiencies and proposing possible improvements. 
 
East Fishkill’s transportation network is comprised of highways and streets, public transit routes, 
railway tracks and sidewalks. However, the Town’s rural, multi-center nature, as well as its 
employment patterns, has favored the growth of auto-related transportation and resulted in a 
dependence on the automobile. That is to say, most of East Fishkill’s residents drive to work, 
drive to the store, etc.  
 
ISTEA and TEA-21 
 
Two key pieces of transportation legislation were enacted since the 1982 Master Plan. The first 
was the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991, which was designed 
“to develop a national intermodal transportation system that [was] economically efficient, 
environmentally sound, provide[d] the foundation for the nation to compete in the global 
economy and [would] move people and goods in an energy efficient manner.”1  The Act provided 
funding authorizations for highways, highway safety, and mass transportation for the ensuing six 
years.  Its focus was on maintenance, alternative forms of transportation, and the environment, as 
opposed to the construction of new roads.  In 1998, Congress renewed the 1991 Act by passing 
the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), which built on the initiatives 
established by ISTEA. 
 
One of the provisions of both ISTEA and TEA-21 was the establishment of a National Highway 
System, consisting primarily of existing interstate routes, to focus federal resources on roads that 
are most important to interstate travel.  Those road systems considered most important to the 
interstate travel network are those classified as “collector” and “arterial.”  Consequently, state and 
local governments, including the Poughkeepsie-Dutchess County Transportation Council 
(PDCTC), were urged to refine their functional classification systems to better accommodate the 
provisions set forth by ISTEA and TEA-21.   
 
6.2 Existing Roadway System and Traffic Volumes 
 
The Town of East Fishkill is well served by regional highways and has a relatively developed 
network of local roads. Interstate 84, the Taconic State Parkway and State Routes 52, 82, 216 and 
376 traverse the Town. Interstate 84 traverses the Town in an east-west direction and the Taconic 
State Parkway traverses the Town in a north-south direction. Together these highways form the 
backbone of East Fishkill’s transportation system. 

============================== ==================
1 The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991. 
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Functional classification is the classification of roads into different operational systems, groups, 
streets and highways according to the level of service they are intended to provide to the road 
user and the surrounding area.  For example, limited access highways are designed for through 
traffic, higher speeds and greater travel mobility than are local access routes, which are intended 
to operate at lower speeds and provide direct access to abutting land uses.  
 
The 1982 Master Plan established three classifications of East Fishkill’s streets: limited access 
highway, state highway and county highway. This classification was updated in 1991 by 
Dutchess County to conform to the ISTEA legislation and established different classifications 
depending on whether the area is rural or urban, see table 6.1 (for additional information, see 
Traffic Study).  
 

Table 6.1  
County Functional Road Classification 

 
Urban Rural 
Interstate Interstate 
Principal Arterial 
(Expressway) 

Principal Arterial 

Principal Arterial (Street) Minor Arterial 
Minor Arterial Major Collector 
Collector  

 
 
Interstate 
 
Interstates provide regional access for vehicles traveling to and from East Fishkill.  They are 
high-speed roadways where access is limited to grade separated interchanges.  
 
The only Interstate in East Fishkill is Interstate 84 (I-84), traversing East Fishkill in an east-west 
direction. Interstate 84 begins in Sturbridge, MA where it connects with Interstate 90, and goes 
west to Scranton, PA where it connects with Interstate 380. Generally it is a four-lane road with 
two lanes in both directions.  It also has the highest traffic volumes in East Fishkill as can be seen 
from Figure 6.1, which shows 24-hour traffic volumes for various roadways in East Fishkill. 
 
Principal Arterial (Expressway) 
 
Principal Arterial (Expressway) is similar to the Interstate classification in terms of providing 
high-speed regional access but differs in terms of the level of access and restrictions on vehicle 
types.   
 
The only principal arterial in East Fishkill is the Taconic State Parkway.  The Taconic State 
Parkway begins in Westchester County and heads north to Interstate 90, near Albany. The 
Taconic State Parkway has four lanes in the Town of East Fishkill. No commercial vehicles are 
allowed on the Taconic State Parkway, though there has been a recent change that allows pickup 
trucks weighing less than 5,000 pounds and registered as passenger vehicles to use the Parkway.   
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