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4.0 LAND USE

This chapter of the Master Plan examines the Town's current land uses, how they have changed
over time, and how they might change in the near future. Presently, residentia uses dominate the
town'’slandscape. The predominance of single-family homesis evident by driving through the
town as well as by examining land use and zoning maps. Population growth has transformed East
Fishkill from arural, agricultural community to one that is now a suburban community. The most
obvious manifestation of this growth has been the conversion of open space, farmland, and
forestland into residential subdivisions. Land use istherefore critical to the Master Plan because
it influences the type of development that will take place.

41 Land Use and Zoning

Genera land uses have been broken down into the following categories. residential, commercial,
industrial, public/ingtitutional, agriculture, parks, and vacant land. Figure 4.1 illustratesthe
location of the different land uses within East Fishkill. Residential land is highlighted in yellow,
commercial inred, and industrial land in purple. Public/ingtitutional land is shown in dark blue.
Land identified within this category includes uses such as churches, town buildings, fire and
police stations, and cemeteries, for example.

Orange represents agricultural land. The land depicted as agricultural on figure 4.1 is
coterminous with active farmland that has been placed within the Active Farm Overlay zone.
Parks are identified with agreen color. Private lands that serve arecreational purpose, such as
golf courses, ski areas, or campgrounds, have been shaded alight green. Dark green has been
reserved for town/state/federal lands that are protected from development. The vacant category
represents land that has the potential to be developed but currently remainsidle.

The Town of East Fishkill comprises approximately 36,825 acres or 57.5 square miles.! Table 4.1
shows the 1981 and 2002 land use categories within the town, the number of acresin each
category, and the number of acres as a percent of town land.

The comparison between usesin 1981 and 2002 illustrates the growth of the residential sector
from 30% to 42% of theland. The commercial and industrial sectors grew by approximately
1,000 acres. The amount of parkland in town has more than tripled, but that has been offset by
losses in the agricultural and vacant sectors. In 1981, an estimated 21,000 acres (roughly 2/3rds of
the town) remained unbuilt. Today, the amount of land being used for agriculture, parkland,
camps, recreational use, or smply lying vacant has decreased 23% to about 16,000 acres.
Approximately 6,000 acres of prior vacant or agricultural land has been transformed into
residential areas for approximately 2,300 homes.

East Fishkill has grown increasingly suburban over the years with the number of dwelling units
rising from 5,700 in 1980 to 8,495 in the year 2000, according to the Census Bureau. Most of the
units are located in subdivisions built in north and central East Fishkill, though the number of
new residences in the south and east has grown rapidly. Many of the highest densities of single-
family houses exist surrounding the many lakesin town. Most of these residences were
converted years ago from summer vacation homes to permanent, year-round residences.
Approximately 10% of the Town remainsin agricultural uses.

! According to the East Fishkill GIS Department’ s database and Dutchess County.
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