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3.0 POPULATION
31 Growth

The 1980s and 1990s were a period of rapid growth for East Fishkill. AsTable 3.1 indicates, the
Town grew by 13.6% between 1990 and 2000. Its proximity to major highways and regional
employment centers explains most of the town’sincrease. The Town of East Fishkill has
consistently been one of the fastest growing communitiesin Dutchess County. Table 3.1 shows
the population figures for the town, surrounding towns, and the county and compares the different
growth rates. The southwest corner of the county, of which East Fishkill is a part, has
experienced significant growth rates. Judging by the amount of new residential construction in
town, its population will continue to increase, though it will be at a slower rate as the community
matures and less land becomes available for development.

Table3.1
Population Figures

Years Percent Change
1980 1990 2000 1980-90 1990-00 1980-00
East Fishkill 18,091 22,101 25,589 22.17%  13.63% 41.45%
Beekman 7,139 10,447 11,452 46.34% 8.78% 60.41%
Fishkill 13,951 17,655 17,994 26.55% 1.88% 28.98%
LaGrange 12,375 13,274 14,928 7.26% 11.08% 20.63%
Wappinger 22,621 26,008 26,274 14.97% 1.01% 16.15%
Dutchess County 245,055 259,462 280,150 5.88% 7.38% 14.32%

Source: US Bureau of the Census

While there has been an overall increase in population within the town, the increase has not been
uniform across all age groups. The following page contains the population pyramid for East
Fishkill. Thisdiagramillustrates the different gains and losses occurring within specific age
cohorts from the period 1990-2000. For both men and women, the largest population gains
occurred throughout the 45-74 year old age groups. The 45-54 year olds showed the greatest gain
(1,315 people) for an increase of 45.5% over the decade. The age cohort 55-64 grew 51.0%, and
the 65-74 group grew 52.3%. The 35-44 age bracket contained the greatest overall number of
people (4,937 persons) and increased 11.4% during the 1990s.Those East Fishkill residents 35-54
years old reflect in microcosm the national baby-boom trends. Born between 1946 and 1964 with
the peak birth rate in 1957, baby boom children are now older but not having the number of
children that their parents had. While there have been significant increases in younger children,
much of that increase is due to in-migration of families, not large household sizes. Other
substantial percentage increasesin the total population include the 85+ age group (up 55.5%),
which also reflects the national trend with an increasing elderly population.
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