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7.8   Water and Sewer Districts 
 
Water  
 
The Town of East Fishkill benefits from an abundant supply of groundwater from aquifers that 
generally follow the surface watercourses: Fishkill Creek, Sprout Creek, Whortlekill Creek, and 
Wiccopee Creek.  Most residents rely on these aquifers to supply water to their individual wells.  
A growing number of new developments, however, are installing central water systems that the 
homes will hook up to (Figure 7.5).  Development pressures have forced the town to rethink the 
policy of multiple, individual wells versus a number of community wells serving a wide 
geographic area of the town.  Confronted with a number of smaller water systems and individual 
wells, the Town has acquired five independent water systems: Hopewell Hamlet, Pinewood 
Knolls, Little Switzerland, Brettview, and Dogwood Knolls.  The town is now looking into the 
possible expansion of the Hopewell Hamlet water system to connect that system to the 
surrounding service areas and to connect the water systems into one large, central system.   
 
According to the Town’s Engineer, the advantages of a central water system include greater 
reliability and improved fire protection.  The threat of groundwater contamination further lends 
support to the idea of a central system with multiple wells so that a few can be shut down if 
contamination occurs, without disrupting service to all residents.  The additional demands of new 
development will require additional well fields and these should be consciously planned and 
developed to protect the water supply.   
 
The Town’s Engineer, Morris Associates, in conjunction with Hazen and Sawyer, conducted a 
Water Plan for the town in 1988.  In 1992, the Town prepared a report for the establishment of an 
East Fishkill Water Improvement Area.    The 1992 study proposed a phased approach to 
supplying water in East Fishkill.  Figure 7.6 illustrates the different phases and the various built 
and proposed water service systems in Town.   
 
The first phase would include many of the existing water systems and would include a majority of 
residents within Hopewell Junction and Hillside Lake.  All areas in Phase I would have direct 
access to the water main.  Phase I would have excess capacity for future expansion of the water 
system and would be constructed to accommodate future expansion, both within Phase I and to 
Phases II and III.  Phase I would extend from the northern boundary of East Fishkill to the 
Hudson Valley Research Park.  The Hudson Valley Research Park currently has its own water 
system but will require additional water to satisfy planned process needs.  Phase II would include 
adjacent areas that would benefit from a nearby central water system.  Phase II would benefit 
from excess and storage capacity within Phase I, so it would not be necessary to initially provide 
all of its own wells or storage tanks.  Phase III will not initially be serviced by water, but water 
may be expanded to this phase after completion of Phase II.    
 
Complementing the above studies, East Fishkill and Dutchess County have formed a Task Force 
consisting of representatives of the County Government, the County Water and Wastewater 
Authority, local municipalities and interested private users to review the feasibility of developing 
a pipeline along the County-owned, former rail corridor running from Poughkeepsie to East 
Fishkill  (see Figure 7.7).  The goal is to transport excess water from the jointly owned City/Town 
of Poughkeepsie water plant on the Hudson River to public and private water systems within 
towns, including East Fishkill, along the former rail corridor.  This could include the Hudson 
Valley Research Park.  The Poughkeepsie plant has indicated that it may have 4.0 million gallons 
of existing capacity for the project with the possibility of additional capacity in the future.   


