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6.7 Functional Classification of Future Roadway System

For the future we propose aroad classification system that is basically the same astoday’ s except
for the new roads and road extension. The extended Fishkill Road is proposed to become a minor
arterial, extending two other minor arterials (Beekman Road and Palen Road) and connecting to
Rte 376, a principal arteria. Fishkill Road could in effect become an extension of County Route
9 (Beekman Road). The other new roads will all be collector roads, except for the shopping plaza
service road in Hopewell hamlet which will be alocal road. Figure 6.4 shows the potential future
road classification system.

We recommend that the Town pursue a more aggressive control of the functional classification of
the road network. Access control along the arterial roads (see page 38) is very critical to provide
and should be implemented at every possible level. The Town has the authority to control access
to arterial roads through the master plan, subdivision, and site plan approval mechanisms, even
when a project islocated on a State Highway. NY SDOT can only refuse a new driveway when
the State can prove an overwhelming hazard. The new roadways proposed in the Plan do not
aleviate the need to control access along the State highways. They make the access control
process easier by providing alternate access points to some of the commercial properties.
Creative planning techniques should be used to encourage safe, efficient and realistic access
plans. The following actions may be considered:

» alowing only partial access (i.e. right-turn-in and right-turn-out only);

» offer connecting routes to other roads either directly or through adjacent properties
whenever possible;

* reguest or require applicants to consolidate or share driveways;

e reguest applicants to provide easements to adjacent properties in perpetuity, so that in the
future, when the neighbor applies for site plan approval combined driveways or
interconnections can be provided;

* encourage development of other parallel by-pass roads that can attract the through traffic
and thus eliminate part of the conflict.

On the other end of the scale there are situations where heavy through traffic useslocal streets
and affectsthe residentia quality of those streets. Typically traffic calming measures can be
implemented on those streets to limit traffic speeds and the amount of through traffic. Generally
traffic calming measures consist of speed humps, pinch points, chicanes, or neckdowns that force
driversto slow down. Neckdowns can beinstalled on arterials. These other measures would be
most appropriate on local streets. Appendix V of the Traffic Study includes more detailed
descriptions of traffic calming techniques.
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6.8 Public Transportation
Bus Network
Dutchess County L oop Bus system operates three bus services that pass through East Fishkill.

These services have avariety of different origins and destinations (see Figure 6.5). The following
table details bus loops.

Table6.4
Bus Routes
Service Number/Stop Origin Destination
Loop 3A Galleria Food Court Wappingers
Loop 4 Hopewell Junction Dutchess Mall
Loop 8S Amenia Poughkeepsie

It should be noted that only one of the three routes operates on weekdays, the Loop 4 route. This
route provides access to Fishkill where passengers can make connections to buses going to other
destinations, specificaly the Leprechaun Connection to White Plains and Poughkeepsie. It is of
some concern that there are no direct bus connections to either the MNR Harlem Line or the
MNR Hudson Line.

Rail Network

East Fishkill, especialy Hopewell Junction, was the center of regional rail activity for many years
in the late 1800’ s/ early 1900's. In total, four railroad lines came together in East Fishkill:

= the Dutchess and Columbia Railroad,

= the Dutchess County Railroad,

= the New York and New England Railroad and

= theClove Valley Railroad.

As aresult, anumber of railroad right-of-ways, most notably the Maybrook Corridor (formerly
the Dutchess County Railroad) and the Beacon Line (formerly the New Y ork and New England
Railroad), still pass through East Fishkill, see Figures 6.6 and 6.7. The Maybrook Corridor was
actively used for freight rail service until 1974 when afire damaged the Poughkeepsie Railroad
Bridge. It wasthen lightly used until its abandonment in 1983. At this point, Dutchess County
acquired the 13-mile segment of the Maybrook Corridor within Dutchess County. After studying
various possibilities, the County recently concluded to move forward with a rail-to-trail
conversion that will create alinear trail between Hopewell Junction and Poughkeepsie.
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